Where language is power and
strategies are successful!

OUR PHILOSOPHY
The Curtis Blake Day School of the Children’s
Study Home is a private special education day
school that provides instruction to students
with language based learning disabilities.
All aspects of the curriculum focus on
understanding language and effectively
communicating one’s knowledge. Language
intervention, integrated throughout the
day, is a systematic collaboration between
our certified teachers, many of whom are
reading specialists, and our speech-language
pathologists. The goal of our unique
curriculum, which integrates multiple
methodologies, is the internalization and
independent application of strategies.
Students learn to read by reading, to write by
writing, to use language through discourse,
and to understand mathematical concepts
through extensive use of manipulatives and
problem solving approaches.

OUR STRATEGIES
Our curriculum integrates multiple strategies
that have proven highly successful!
Our decoding strategy incorporates a unique
combination of the Lindamood® Phoneme
Sequencing Program (LiPS) and Benchmark®
Word Identification approaches, while
symbol imagery instruction enhances rapid
reading, spelling, and self-correction.
Comprehension Strategies Instruction (CSI)
class targets strategies proven to be effective
in fostering comprehension. Vocabulary
instruction focuses on words that provide
the greatest impact on expanding word
knowledge. Emphasis is placed on listening,
speaking, reading and writing new vocabulary
in authentic contexts.

The Story Grammar Marker® and
ThemeMaker® & Research Writer tools
facilitate language development at the
discourse level. Both narrative and expository
discourse are targeted. These tools are used
extensively throughout the content areas of
language and literature, science and social
studies.

OUR CURRICULUM
Licensed reading and special education
teachers provide one-on-one instruction
to develop close and attentive reading
utilizing high-quality children’s literature
and informational text. The reading
session skill building includes:
Vocabulary
Fluency
Sentence Structure
Clarification
Retelling
Summarization
The math curriculum encompasses the
skills, concepts and processes involved
in gaining an in-depth understanding
of mathematics. Word problems are
an integral component of the program
and manipulatives, mental imagery and
graphic organizers are utilized to foster the
comprehension of concepts necessary to
solve those problems.

In addition, students receive instruction in
science and social studies as outlined in the
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks
Common Core State Standards.

Language and Literature instruction
fosters the development of language skills
necessary for oral and written expression.
The Story Grammar Marker® narrative
maps and ThemeMaker® expository
graphic organizers facilitate the students’
comprehension and organization of stories
and content area information.

OUR CURRICULUM

In addition to the core curriculum, Social
Thinking® instruction facilitates students’
understanding of the unwritten social
expectancies necessary for class and peer
interactions. This curriculum is designed
to facilitate thinking strategies that must
occur prior to social interactions. We also
employ a part time School Adjustment
Counselor to address the multiple issues
faced by our diverse population of students
as needed. All students receive art, music
and physical education instruction.

RE FER RA LS
Refe r ral s to t h e C ur ti s B l a ke D ay
Sch o o l are a c c epted f rom the
stu d e nt ’s
D irec tor
of
Spec i a l
Ed u cat i o n o r, in the ca se of pr i vate
p ay m ent , t h e student ’s pa rent/
g u a rdi a n .
Pa rents, g ua rdi a ns,
stu d e nt s ,
and
a dvocates
a re
en co u ra ge d to s pea k to our staff a nd
to o bs er ve o u r prog ra m i n a c ti on.
We a re p ro u d o f our c ur r i c ul um a nd
th e co mp a s s i o nate a nd dedi cated
p ro fes s i o n a l s w ho i m pl em ent i t.

ARTS & M U SIC

About Us
At the Curtis Blake Day School all aspects of the
curriculum focus on understanding language
and effectively communicating one’s knowledge.
Language intervention, integrated throughout
the day, is a systematic collaboration between
our certified teachers, many of whom are
reading specialists, and our speech-language
pathologists. The goal of our unique curriculum,
which integrates multiple methodologies, is the
internalization and independent application of
strategies. Students are taught and cued to use
them across the curriculum.

The Children’s Study Home is dedicated to
partnering with families by providing innovative
and educational programs and services that
strengthen children and families; empowering
them to succeed at home, within the community,
and throughout life.
The Children’s Study Home serves children,
adolescents, and families with special needs
throughout the Pioneer Valley, the Berkshires and
Cape Cod areas. The children we serve are often
struggling to cope with behavioral, psychiatric,
and cognitive issues related to the experiences
they have survived. Our staff assesses their needs
and develops individualized service plans that
foster recovery, growth, and wellness.

Contact
EN RO L L TODAY!
The Curtis Blake Day School
of The Children’s Study Home
91 Old Acre Road
Springfield, MA 01129
t 413.783.0569
f 413.783.7980
www.CurtisBlakeDaySchool.org
Principal:
Jennifer Morrisino
jmorrisino@studyhome.org
Assistant Principal & Speech Language
Pathologist
Cara Fuller
cfuller@studyhome.org

www.studyhome.org

