COMPREHENSIVE
FOSTER CARE
PROGRAM

WELCOM E
FO STER PA R E N TS!
If you’ve ever thought about becoming a
foster parent, chances are good that you’ve
asked yourself, “What does it take to become
a foster parent?”
Foster parents are people who care a lot
about children. Successful foster parents
come from a variety of backgrounds-they are
all different ages, races, income levels, and
occupations. But, they have at least three
things in common: a desire to help children,
good problem-solving skills, and the ability
to be flexible and understanding. We are
proud that our Foster Care Department staff
also share those qualities.
We actively recruit foster parents in the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
communities and offer training on how to
support youth in the LGBT communities.
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Utilizing a team approach, The Children’s
Study Home (CSH) Comprehensive Foster
Care Program has consistently responded
to the complex needs of children through
comprehensive
placement

services,

stabilization,

management,
therapeutic

including

intensive

wraparound
interventions,

case

supports,
educational

advocacy, independent skills training, futures
planning, and family preservation. These
services are provided through collaborative
working relationships with a multidisciplinary
provider

team

for

2

each

adolescent.

HOW YOUTH COME INTO CARE
Children in foster care are in need of substitute care due
to their family of origin being unable to provide for their
care due to abuse, neglect or issues that the children
present in the home. Three ways children come into
care are as follows:
Care and Protection: Children are placed in care
through a supported Care and Protection petition
through the court due to abuse and neglect of a
youth. This determination is made by the court
with custody of the child being granted to the
Department of Children and Families.
Child Requiring Assistance (CRA): Formerly
known as CHINS (Child in Need of Services), a
CRA is a petition that may be filed by a biological
parent, legal guardian, custodian or school, when
a child fails to obey the legal and reasonable
commands of the parent (“Stubborn Child”) or
the school (“Habitual School Offender”), fails
to attend school (“Habitual Truant”), is being
subjected to exploitation or is a runaway.
Voluntary Services: In some instances parents
may ask for voluntary services due to their
inability to provide safety and stability for their
children.
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THE NUMBER OF TEENAGERS IN
FOSTER CARE IS ON THE RISE!
Over the next few years we will need foster
parents who can provide a supportive living
environment and ride the highs and lows that
teens experience. We are looking for foster
parents with patience and persistence in
developing meaningful connections with teens
and their support teams. We are looking for
foster parents who are good team players and
strong communicators.
You have an incredible opportunity to make a
difference in a teen’s life. No doubt you will face
many challenges, but the experience will make
a difference in both the teen’s life and your
own life as well. Our program offers our foster
parents significant supports including intensive
case

management

opportunities.

and

on-going

training

THE CHILDREN’S STUDY HOME
COMPREHENSIVE FOSTER CARE
Our services are for children with more intensive
needs. This includes children who have more
complex behavioral and emotional needs; who need
a higher level of support around daily needs from
foster parents and other services; who have had
multiple unsuccessful placements in regular foster
care; or who are stepping down from more intensive
placement settings (i.e. group homes, residential
care, etc.).
We primarily receive referrals for children from DCF
social workers in Springfield, Holyoke, Greenfield,
Northampton and Pittsfield.

FOSTER PARENTS ARE PEOPLE
WHO ACTIVELY:
Care about others and respond to children with
empathy
Care for a child though they may not love all of
his or her behavior
Enjoy being parents and are willing to create a
family environment
Give affection and care to a child without
expecting them to be grateful in return
Help children deal with their thoughts and
feelings about being in foster care
Commit to maintaining a stable home and stable,
positive relationships
Get along with and respect people from all walks
of life
Have a natural liking for children and enjoy caring
for them, interacting with them, and talking with
them
Provide for a child’s basic care needs, attend
appointments and meetings, transport children
to activities, and consistently advocate for his or
her needs
Communicate well and work well in a team
format
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YOUTH PERSPECTIVES ON
FOSTER CARE
It means separation from family, familiarity, and friends
It means sleeping in a bed that’s not mine
It means losing belongings from placement to placement
It sometimes means living like a guest in a home that’s
supposed to be mine
It means another person who could “throw me out”
It means that I am in survival mode

“When I was first placed in foster
care I was scared. A lady caseworker
told me that I was going to leave my
home. I was shocked, confused and
scared. I thought that I was being
punished or something. I always
wanted to run away. Now, I am
seventeen and have been in foster
care for two years and am doing great. To those who
are still in foster care, “I know that you think that you
are alone and scared, but there are foster parents
who care and mine helped me get through it.”
“When I came here to this home
I stayed in my room and when I
came out I snuck food in my room.
My foster parents didn’t know
why or why I fought all the time at
school. My foster mom sat me on
the porch and told me she wanted
me to stay. I tried harder.”
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COMPREHENSIVE
FOSTER CARE AT CSH
Program Requirements for Foster Parents

Comprehensive Foster Care

CSH Application Required

Yes

BRC/CORI/SORI Required

Yes

Fingerprints Required

Yes

References

Yes

Home Study / Annual Review Home Study

Yes

Number of Youth in Home

1 to 2

Number of Youth Under 18 permitted in
home

4

Number of adults required in home

1

Foster parent permitted to work

Yes*

Foster parent responsible for transportation

Yes

MAPP Training Required

Yes

CPR/First Aid Training Required

Yes

PAYA Training Required

Yes

Medication Administration Training
Required

Yes

Surrogate Parent Training Required

Yes

Cultural Competence/LGBTQ Training
Required

Yes

Clothing Allowance (for each youth based
upon age)

Quarterly

Birthday allowance for each youth

$50.00

Holiday allowance for each youth

$100.00

Payment to Foster Parents

Paid by Direct Deposit
Bi-weekly

Daily “reimbursement” per child

$59.31 per day

*Foster parents who are working are responsible for care coverage of all
youth in their home and must complete a work waiver (including a plan of
coverage) in advance of working.
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STEPS TO BECOMING A LICENSED
FOSTER PARENT:
Complete an informational interview with the Family
Development Specialist
Complete a home visit to participate in a home study
and a physical and safety standards assessment of
your home
Provide all needed information for reference checks;
a Background Record Checks/CORI/SORI, and any
waivers that need to be submitted
Provide verification of reliable transportation,
insurance and valid Massachusetts driver’s license
References from a healthcare provider, personal or
professional and a school reference if there is a child
in school K-12
Complete M.A.P.P. (Massachusetts Approach to
Parenting Partnerships) training (a 30 hour training
provided by The Children’s Study Home)
Complete finger printing requirement

DOCUMENTION REQUIRED AFTER
A CHILD MOVES IN
Medical, emergency or dental appointments must be
documented
Weekly progress notes are required
All money spent by foster parents with DCF funds
requires a receipt
Tracking any prescription medications taken by the child
20 hours per year of training required
First aid and CPR required
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About Us
The Children’s Study Home is dedicated
to partnering with families by
providing innovative and educational
programs and services that strengthen
children and families; empowering
them to succeed at home, within the
community, and throughout life.
The Children’s Study Home serves
children, adolescents, and families with
special needs throughout the Pioneer
Valley, the Berkshires and Cape Cod
areas. The children we serve are often
struggling to cope with behavioral,
psychiatric, and cognitive issues
related to the experiences they have
survived. Our staff assesses their needs
and develops individualized service
plans that foster recovery, growth, and
wellness.
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Contacts
For information on how to become a
foster parent, please contact:
Christine Young, BA, MA, LSW
Family Development Specialist
cyoung@studyhome.org
t 413.739.5626 x266
c 413.563.4644

For general information about our
foster care program, please contact:
Christa Nunnally, MSW, LCSW
Program Manager
cnunnally@studyhome.org
t 413.739.5626 x228
c 413.478.6763
The Children’s Study Home
44 Sherman Street
Springfield, MA 01109
t 413.739.5626
f 413.732.5457

www.studyhome.org

The Children’s Study Home is dedicated to partnering with families by providing
innovative and educational programs and services that strengthen children and families;
empowering them to succeed at home, within the community, and throughout life.

