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Champions of the World
On a typical Saturday, activity at The Children’s Study Home’s Mill
Pond School would be quiet in nature. Saturday, September 29, was
quite the contradiction. This day marked the first ever Green Apple
Day of Service, a global effort to increase sustainability and awareness in schools. The Green Apple Day of Service is part of the United
States Green Building Initiative.
The event hosted at the Mill Pond School was sponsored by Excel
Dryer, Inc., producers of the energy-efficient XLERATOR hand dryers, two of which were donated to the school as part of this event
and installed by Olympic Electric of East Longmeadow. Excel also
helped to cover the cost of landscaping supplies donated by Beebe
Landscaping Services.
“As an active member of USGBC for nearly a decade, Excel Dryer is
pleased to join forces with the Center for Green Schools and Green
Apple. Together, we will advance the development of high-performing green schools creating better learning environments for our na-
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In some way or another, we are all
connected. Whether it be through degrees
of separation or a common interest, there
is something that ties each of us together.
The challenge is finding out what that
connection is.
As an incoming freshman at Western New
England University in 2008, I participated
in a transitional program known as Bear
Tracks. The program offers a small group of
incoming students the opportunity to engage
with the Springfield community; the community they will be living in for the next four
years. One of the places we volunteered at the
week before classes began was The Children’s
Study Home. After the Bear Tracks experience, I knew that I wanted to spend my next
four years in Springfield volunteering and
making a difference.
So often, I heard students on campus talk
about what a dangerous place Springfield is.
Yes, bad things have happened in Springfield,
but they happen in every city, all over the
world. What makes Springfield different is
all of the great people and organizations that
work to make it a stronger community. The
Children’s Study Home is one of these organizations. Over my four years in college, I became passionate about bringing volunteers
to The Study Home not only because I knew
how much the boys enjoyed our company
but also because I was able to see students’
negative perceptions of Springfield break before my eyes.
This past April, I volunteered at The Children’s Study Home as a WNE student one
last time before graduation. While I was
there, I met newly appointed Executive Director Eliza Crescentini. We exchanged contact information and I expressed my interest
in continuing to visit the boys after I settled
in to the area and found a job. Within a few
days, I received an e-mail from Eliza asking
me to join the organization temporarily to
complete some tasks during my final week of
school. The week long, temporary position
soon turned into a part-time summer job
and finally, a full-time position. During my
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These titles and illustrations have
something fantastic in common!

Extreme

Study Home
Makeover!

The Children’s Study Home
is getting a makeover!
Here’s some of the work
we’ve had done in the past
few months...

Find out what at
www.StudyHome.org
in our Newsletters section!

A new roof for the Cottage!
New walkways at our Sherman Street Campus!
A beautiful new landcape for our Mill Pond Campus!
A beautifully refurbished interior for the Cottage!

“Two Fables”

...continued from page 1
first week of employment as the Community Relations Coordinator,
I spoke at The Children’s Study Home’s 147th Annual Meeting about
how my experience as a volunteer evolved into a job I love. Present
at the meeting was current board member Amy Caruso. Amy recognized the similarities in my story to her own and later shared these
similarities with me.
Amy also began working in community relations at The Children’s
Study Home immediately after graduating from Barry University in
Miami Shores, Florida. Although she had never heard of The Children’s Study Home before her initial job interview, Amy was intrigued
by the opportunity to coordinate special events, develop media campaigns, and implement fundraising initiatives to benefit children and
families.

Commuity Relations Associate Teresa Spaziani &
Board Member Amy Caruso

After graduation, both Amy and I were offered summer positions at
the Big E but instead chose to work for a mission we were passionate
about. Amy accepted the position at The Children’s Study Home in
the summer of 1994 and began her work under Executive Director
Dennis Richardson.

Massachusetts for a number of years. Amy even wrote and self-published a fictitious novel in 2009 about a fundraising sleuth based in
Westfield, MA called The Black Squirrel Ball. She and her family are
currently dedicating their efforts and resources to coordinate advocacy and fundraising events to benefit the National Lung Cancer Partnership and help de-stigmatize the disease in memory of her mother,
a life-long non-smoker.

In her three years of employment at The Children’s Study Home, Amy
implemented several initiatives first referred to as ‘crazy’ by coworkers. Amy soon proved how effective her ‘crazy’ ideas were in raising
both friends and funds.

When asked about her days at The Children’s Study Home, Amy says,
“It was one of my best jobs ever. Every day, I knew that I was there to
help the children and families – whether it was from obtaining financial donations for more energy-efficient and safe windows or in-kind
contributions of hockey tickets, basketballs, and rollerblades.”

Although she misses the mission-driven work at The Children’s Study
Home, she has since obtained an MBA from UMass and joined MassMutual in 2001, where she continues to work for its asset management
subsidiary Babson Capital Management as a project manager in the
Quantitative Management department.

I admire the fact that although Amy grew out of her original role at
The Children’s Study Home, she remains committed to the organization as a board member. I am so happy to have met Amy and look
forward to following in her footsteps by creating innovative ways to
engage the community with The Children’s Study Home and raise
awareness of our organization.
-Teresa Spaziani

Amy no longer works in the nonprofit field, but she continues to
volunteer with many nonprofits, serving as a board member of The
Children’s Study Home, as well as having served as a Distribution
Committee Member with the Community Foundation of Western
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Someone Like You
It’s interesting how the simplest things can put everything into perspective. Not too long ago my 7 year old daughter, Ashleigh-Erin, entered a
drawing contest about a hero in her life. With all the candidates in her life,
I was both surprised and not surprised when she picked me. What was
most surprising was her reason for picking me. It wasn’t for doing everything I can to raise my beautiful family or for trying to spoil her and her
brothers. At 7 years old, she was and is able to understand my work with
teenagers at The Children’s Study Home, something that I dedicate myself to in order to see that young men have the many opportunities that I
have experienced in my life and to at least show that there are supportive,
positive influences out there unconditionally.
In my 3 years with the program at SHARP I, my family has seen all the
ups and downs that I go through, whether it be my level of content in
knowing I did something to improve an aspect of a resident’s life, or the
frustration of not being able to leave work at the door when arriving
home because I felt there was more I could do. I truly enjoy what I do.
Myself and my coworkers all care deeply about the young men of the
SHARP I program. Having a 7 year old understand that and appreciate
that completes the pride in doing what I do and gives me hope that someday when the young men I work with are all grown and settled into their
life, they will have a young one looking up to them for the men they have
turned out to be.
-Timothy Nicholas, Childcare Worker, SHARP I

Ashleigh-Erin Nicholas

tion’s students. This will not only benefit our environment and economy, but will also help educate a new generation of Americans about
the importance of sustainable buildings and environmental stewardship,” said William Gagnon, Vice President of Marketing and key
accounts for Excel. “The inaugural Green Apple Day of Service provided us with a great opportunity to foster health and wellness at The
Children’s Study Home, a school we strongly believe in.”
SHARP I residents and volunteers from Western New England University worked alongside the professionals to complete several projects.
The WNE volunteers came from two campus organizations, C.A.R.E. (Community Action Rewards Everyone) and the Global Sustainability Club. A large group of volunteers aided Beebe with the landscaping job while a small group of Global Sustainability members and
SHARP I residents brainstormed different ways to create awareness about the importance of sustainability on both an ecological and social
scale. The group then created signs to express these ideas that will hang throughout the school. John Arvanitis, President of the Global
Sustainability Club, was inspired to see “so many progressive initiatives put together to create The Green Apple Day of Service…it’s a profound move forward.”
A small group of SHARP I residents had the opportunity to shadow Jack, from Olympic Electric, as the new hand dryers were installed.
The young men were able to get hands-on experience in the process and make a difference in their community.
“It begins with raising the awareness that we can all make a difference by simply understanding how our actions
impact the environment we live in,” said Executive Director Eliza Crescentini, who brought her entire family to
help with the project.
Among the dedicated, hard-working volunteers that day was Denis Gagnon, President and CEO of Excel Dryer.
Denis is a former Board president of The Children’s Study Home and continues to sit on the Board both here
and at Western New England University. During his term as Board President, Denis headed the capital campaign that funded the 3-million dollar expansion of the Mill Pond School, and is committed to seeing that this
school lives up to its fullest potential.
The morning concluded as volunteers placed their handprints on a giant banner to commemorate the day. In a span of just a few hours, the Mill Pond
campus became more aware, more sustainable, and greener, inside and out.
The Green Apple Day of Service was a success in so many ways, and is a testament to what amazing things can happen when people come together for a
specific cause.
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The Children’s Study Home
is going green, and so can you!
To sign up for our E-Newsletter,
e-mail Teresa Spaziani at
tspaziani@studyhome.org
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Board of Directors
Officers
Seth Crocker, President
Mark Germain, Vice President
Mark O’Connell, Treasurer
Jane Hetzel, Clerk
Juan Campbell, Past President
Directors
Meg Beturne
Aaron Bonner
Amy Caruso
Kamari Collins
Jennifer DeMoe
Dale Desmarais
Pam Fernandes
Shannon Filippelli
Bill Gagnon
Denis Gagnon
Ed Garibian

Paul Lemiuex
Susan Lynn
Gary Martinelli, Esq.
Gordon Quinn
Jason Randall
Cathy Rossi, Esq.
Erik Skar
Mike Talbot
Kandra Tranghese
Bev Wilander
Kimberly Williams

You Can Help!
Crib (meeting current safety
standards)
Microwave
Baking Pans
Silverware
End Tables

We are currently in need of the
following gently used items:
Set of 4+ Dining Room Chairs
Cooler
Dining Room Table
Coffee Table
Small Bookcase

To donate, or for more information, please contact Teresa Spaziani at:
(413)739-5626 ext. 287 or tspaziani@studyhome.org

Follow Us on Twitter!
@StudyHome
Like us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/TheChildrensStudyHome
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On September 28th, The Children’s Study Home Board of Directors
recognized Past President Juan Campbell for his tireless service to children
and families in the community with an engraved bench plaque, now
adorning one of the park benches in our new playground at our Sherman
Street campus.

Meet Our Two New Board Members!
The Children’s Study Home is happy to announce the additon of
Kamari Collins and Kimberly Williams as new board members!

Kimberly Williams
Interim Diversity Director
Baystate Health,
Office of Diversity

Kamari Collins
Director of Academic Advising
Springfield Technical
Community College

Western New England Volunteers teaching
SHARP I Residents about sustainability

Saturday, September 29th, 2012

Green Apple Day of Service
at the

Mill Pond School!

James Fay,
Director of Education

Eliza Crescentini,
Executive Director

Western New England Volunteers with Bebee Landscaping Services

The new XLERATOR
Hand Dryers!
Denis Gagnon, Board Member
and President of Excel Dryer

Jack, of Olympic Electric
overseeing SHARP I residents
install the new XLERATOR Dryer!

