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As we move with haste through the fall season,
we come to that special time of year when we
reflect on ourselves, and consider what we have
to be thankful for. As an organization with
a near hundred-and- fifty year lifespan, The
Children’s Study Home has much that we are
thankful for. We give thanks for the generosity
of our supporters, the dedication of our staff,
the strength of our community, and above all
we are thankful for the opportunity to make a
difference in the lives of the children and families we serve. We take great pride in the work
that we do, and we find ourselves truly indebted to all of the people that make what we do
possible.
The autumn season has been a busy time for
The Children’s Study Home. We have so many
people to thank for what has been done in the
past few months. Countless volunteers have
come to us to revitalize our campuses, support
us in events, and provide recreational opportunities to the children and adolescents that
we serve. As our programs are expanding and
new programs are coming to be, we have received many generous donations to furnish our

residential programs, allowing them to truly
become homes, not just houses. We have had
extensive support from our community, with
many local businesses generously giving their
time and helping our programs be all that they
can be. Our staff remains tirelessly dedicated
and wholly invested in our mission, and stand
as one of our greatest strengths as an organization.
In so many ways, we find ourselves surrounded
by those to whom we owe thanks. While words
can never be enough to truly express our gratitude, we offer this, in the time of Thanksgiving, to let each and every one of you know how
great an impact you have had on this organization. Thank you to all of our supporters, donors, and volunteers who time and time again
enhance and continue our mission. Thank you
to our staff, whose dedication is truly without
peer. Lastly, we offer thanks to you, the reader, for taking the time to hear these words and
listen to all we have to say. It is all of you that
make the work we do possible, and we offer you
the sincerest of thanks.

We inadvertently surround ourselves with people who share our values.
We can’t help but reflect on the people who dedicate themselves to the work we do.
Among the many things that The Children’s Study Home has to be thankful for,
one of the greatest is our truly dedicated staff.
In this special November edition of our newsletter, we’ve invited staff members to
tell their stories, and share what they are thankful for.

Miyoshi McCollum-Brown

Laurie Carey

I became a part of The Children’s
Study Home just about a year ago, as
a Receptionist/Secretary. Since then
I’ve taken on new responsibilities as
Database Coordinator. It has been
an honor to work for The Children’s
Study Home and to aid in the purpose of our organization.
When I think about the things I
am thankful for, I immediately think of my family and what they
mean to me. It is my priority as well as my privilege to take care
of and support my children in any way that I can. It is a struggle
at times, but we always manage to have food, shelter and clothing;
things that other people are not privileged to have and things that
I am truly grateful for. Seeing my family happy means the world
to me because they are my inspiration. I am so thankful that they
are healthy, smart, energetic individuals who give me purpose. Just
watching them grow into the responsible little human beings they
are is rewarding in itself. Growing up, my parents always taught us
the importance of being a family and kept us close together. We are
still very close today and are always there for each other. We’ve had
some great times together and every Thanksgiving we get together
and talk about those times and look back on different family events.
It’s been exciting to do the same with my own family!
It is a pleasure to have the opportunity to work for an organization
that promotes the same family values that I have and whose mission creates and supports healthy families.

My name is Laurie Carey. I came to the Children’s Study Home, Inc. in 1993. I was hired as
Payroll Clerk and quickly moved into the role
of Accounts Receivable Clerk and along the way
I learned Accounts Payable and some General
Ledger functions. I accomplished many things
in the accounting department and most recently
have been given the opportunity to fill my current position of Human Resources/Payroll Manager. I am extremely grateful to Mary Eriquezzo
and Eliza Crescentini for their words of encouragement and for having faith in me to afford me
this wonderful and exciting opportunity.
Over the years I have seen a lot of change. I must
say I am very thankful to have been a part of it
all. There have been a lot of tests along the way
which I believe have both challenged and solidified my commitment to The Children’s Study
Home. I truly believe I have become a stronger
more effective individual because of it.
I am extremely hopeful and excited for the future
of The Children’s Study Home, its employees, clients and community. This is in large part to all of
the exciting and positive changes that are ongoing and breathing new life into this great organization that I am very proud to be a part of.

Amanda Kavanagh-Spellacy
I started at The Children’s Study home in 1987 after graduating from a culinary arts program for
Food Service Management; I had been in the industry for 10 years. I was excited to bring a program
of good food to children who needed it. In the beginning, I was in charge of food service staff at
the Latency program and at the Mill Pond School. My children grew up with The Children’s Study
Home, many times coming to work with me. I remember one time my kids were at the Cottage
when they were quite young. They told me how lucky the kids there were because they had the
latest video equipment and games and we didn’t even have a system at home. I said, “You think
these kids are lucky? They don’t have a Mom and Dad with them to read to them every night or
kiss and hug them goodnight or take care of them when they are sad or sick or hurt.” My children
agreed that they were the lucky ones. That is something my children and I will never forget. That
is why I am thankful for the Children’s Study Home, and all the staff that cares so deeply for the
children here. All children need and deserve someone in their corner.
After 14 years, I left the Study Home to run a similar program closer to home, and it was very hard to leave. Tragically, my
husband died in 2006 and I needed to leave my job to stay home with my children and help them through this difficult time.
When my children were going to college, I decided it was time to go back to work and I ran into Steve McCafferty and told him
I was going to start looking for a job. As luck would have it, the woman who had taken my job was leaving, and Steve offered
me my job back. I was thrilled.
My job now has changed dramatically since I started back 5 years ago and I am thankful that I now have the opportunity to
teach a culinary class. It is exciting for me to help prepare these children for life after the Study Home and it is exciting to
watch these children grow and change. I love doing things for these children whether it is make a birthday cake, a favorite
meal for them or a peanut butter and jelly sandwich just the way they like it; it brings me great joy. I am truly thankful for
The Children’s Study Home. I have a wonderful assistant Pat Glenn who loves the kids and they love her; she truly makes me
want to come to work every day. I am thankful for all the children here, the staff I work with every day and the opportunity to
do something truly worthwhile.
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Seth Crocker
As Thanksgiving approaches, it is a good time to reflect and give thanks. As I
think of the many things that I am thankful for, most of them lead back to my
family. I am thankful for the love, health and well being of my wife and three kids.
No matter how bad the work day, a few minutes at home with the family can put
a smile on my face. I am also grateful for my parents and siblings. I am blessed
to come from a close family of five children. My siblings are still close and are
always right there to support each other when needed. My mother has always
been there with unconditional love and support. My father, who is no longer with
us, taught me (mostly by example) how to be a man and father and to honor and
respect our family name.
In recent years, I have come to appreciate my family more as I have become more
aware of how many children are not blessed to benefit from a strong family setting. With this in mind, I am thankful to be part of the Children’s Study Home. I
am thankful for the dedicated staff, the volunteers, the board, donors and stakeholders. The Children’s Study Home is there in so many ways to fill in the gaps for
children whose family situation is not ideal, including residential services, foster
care, family reunification, parent education, after school programs, mentoring,
etc. , etc. While the Study Home’s services will never replace or equal the strong family settings many of us may take for
granted, we like to think of our services as the next best thing and as stepping stones to strengthening and rebuilding families.

Eliza Crescentini
Thinking about giving thanks and articulating that which we are thankful for is a common exercise this time of year as we gather with family and friends at Thanksgiving. As children, many of us remember going around the table, each person speaking up about what makes them
thankful in their lives. If you were like me, you also remember how your
mind raced for something meaningful to say. I am the oldest girl in a
family of eleven children and much of my life involved looking after my
younger siblings and the expectation that I would always provide a good
example. As difficult as that responsibility could be and, as hectic as holidays could be for our household, when my turn came to speak I’m sure
that I mumbled something vague, eager to move onto the next person.
But, as a child, looking around that table of my family and friends, I always knew what I was thankful for; a feeling of gratitude, of connectedness, with too many names for me to express.
Today, my husband and I are the parents of three beautiful girls and three beautiful boys, and the holiday dinner table is no
less hectic than it was when I was a child. Like my family growing up, we are a diverse group, and our definition of family continues to transcend the circumstances of lineage, genetics, or blood relation. Then as in now, our definition of family is what
we want it to be; as boundless and encompassing as we see fit. Growing up we were taught to look beyond ourselves and to be
ever mindful and present to the needs of others; allowing us to be part of relationships that helped define who we are today.
This expanded “family” included friends who shared in our lives and our dreams, our losses and our struggles, our celebration
and holidays. This was our family – looking outward, bringing people together, grateful for the feelings and relationships we
have because of them – and this is my family now. This is also the sense of family that resonates throughout my experience
at the Children’s Study Home.
I still observe the tradition of going around the table, asking my family to look around at one another and reflect on the lives
we share. I smile when my normally talkative daughters suddenly shyly whisper some quiet reflection of thanks or our boys
mumble something quickly, over plates of warm turkey. Because I see in their eyes what I once saw when I was their age but,
like them, was not able to put into words. It is the feeling that, in the people and relationships that nurture us, we come closest
to defining our gratitude and thanks . I am grateful for those people in my life and the lives of those closest to me, who are
my “family”.
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Michelle Blanchard

Cara Jansen

My prior experiences with doing either child-focused or
family-focused therapy has been that there are more systems involved than just who we live with. I soon learned
that the best way to help children was to develop an approach that encompassed everyone who currently works
with the child as well as establishing additional resources
to assist both the child and the family. My goal became to
utilize both case management skills along with therapy.
However, both insurance limitations and the high expectation of agency productivity levels prohibited me in many
ways to make this happen. When the opportunity to join
The Children’s Study Home in a role that would allow me to
do both case management and therapy occurred, I jumped
at the opportunity. Soon I learned that I was not only working and managing those other systems, but I became very
much a part of that system.

I am proud to say that I have been lucky enough to be
an employee at The Children’s Study Home for over four
years now. Ten years ago, I was introduced to The Children’s Study Home by past Executive Director Steve McCafferty. His daughter was one of my school friends and
he would often tell me: “You’d love The Study Home!” I
never thought to ask why I’d love it or what was so special
about it. Steve proved to be both persistent and influential when it came time to enroll in college and then choose
internships. He finally convinced me to spend some days
here “Job Shadowing”. At this point, I still didn’t know
what The Children’s Study Home was or where Mason
Square was. I spent two days Job Shadowing and I was
hooked. I was nervous yet excited for the future but never imagined the opportunities and experiences that The
Children’s Study Home would award me. I never imagined how thankful I would be for things that happen
around me on a weekly basis.

Shortly after I joined The Children’s Study Home, clinician’s offices were placed in the residents as opposed to
within administrative buildings. Soon I was immersed in
the everyday routines and milieu of the Cottage. I began
to see myself as not just going to work, but rather going to
spend time and help family. I very much look at the children at the Cottage as family because they have enriched
my life so much and given me a sense of pride and exhilaration at the accomplishments and growth each of the
children make during their time spent at the Cottage. This
is what I thought of immediately when I was asked what
gratefulness meant to me.

Every day, I find myself being thankful for something,
whether it’s small or large. A door held open for me at the
gas station, a wave from a driver allowing me to pull into
a parking lot, a note from my Manager giving me some
positive praise, a smile from a receptionist as I dismiss a
child from school, a hug as I carry a toddler into our building on a brisk afternoon, going home to a warm house and
my dogs at the end of the day.
Above all, I am thankful for the many friendships I have
made. The last thing I was looking for when I started here
was friends. I was here for the job and that was it. Boy did
I prove myself wrong! The friendships that I have formed
while working here are some of the most supportive and
giving that anyone could ever ask for. I am truly happy to
have people in my life that I probably would have never
met if not for The Children’s Study Home.

Of course there are some things within my personal life
that I can say that I am truly grateful for. I have a loving
family, a roof over my head, and the ability to spoil myself once in awhile. Things that unfortunately many of the
families I have worked with do not always have. However,
one thing that I feel very few people in this world do have
is the pleasure of going to work each day because I do not
look at my job as work but rather an opportunity to be a
part of the lives of the children at the Cottage. For this I am
extremely grateful.

Take time to be thankful for just one thing a day. You will
not believe how much your outlook will change!
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Make

D R E A M S
Come True Throughout the Year!
Become a Sponsor for a Child’s Room!
We are looking for sponsors to purchase items such as a comforter, posters,
pictures, and other furnishings for one boy’s bedroom at our Cottage
residential program. When that child transitions out of the program, those items
will be theirs to keep.
Our Cottage program supports children between the ages of 6 and 13, in a
residential program on Sherman Street in Springfield. The goal of our Sweet
Dreams program is to have personal items for the boys waiting for them when
they arrive at the Cottage to make it truly a home, not just a place to live.
Come visit the Cottage to see the bedrooms and learn more about how you can
change lives!

If you would like to become a sponsor, or for more
information, please contact Teresa Spaziani at 413-7395626 ext. 287 or tspaziani@studyhome.org

Open the Doors to
Educational Success!
Become a Sponsor
for a Classroom!

We are looking for sponsors to
purchase educational items and
technology for one classroom at our Mill
Pond School to provide the children we
serve with the best possible educational
experience.
Our Mill Pond School serves at-risk
children grades 1 through 12 at our
scenic Sixteen Acres Campus in
Springfield. We want to provide our
students with all of the tools necessary
to succeed.

Education is such an important part of development, and in sponsoring a
classroom, you can change the life of each and every student to pass through.
We would love for our sponsors to come to the school to meet with a teacher and
student and see the classrooms to get a better idea of what they may need.
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what are you doing?
valleygives.razoo.com/story/TheChildrensStudyHome
Join donors in Western Mass on this special online day of giving!
Donate to The Children’s Study Home between the hours of
12AM and 11:59PM and make an difference!
Your gift will make us eligible for special grant prizes
maximizing your impact!
Thank you for your support!

