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Fun, healthy activities for you and your family this season!
Summer 2014 is fast approaching, offering families increased chances to laugh, play and grow together!
The Children’s Study Home offers many community programs dedicated to providing quality, affordable
services to our neighbors and the community.

Red Cross Babysitting Certification offers adolescents
the opportunity to learn safe, responsible childcare
while having fun doing it! This class is free to enroll but
fills quickly so register soon! We offer courses in both
Springfield and Holyoke, and all course participants
receive Red Cross certification upon completion.
To learn more, find upcoming course dates, or register,
visit our website at www.StudyHome.org/RXBS or
contact Ali Appel at 413-739-5626 x105 today!

GET Fit, Get Connected!

find your

spark

SPARK is a transformative program, strengthening

COMMUNITY

Spark Center on Facebook!

MIND

www.studyhome.org

BODY

SPIRIT

health and resiliency through high quality fitness,
wellness and enrichment. Spring of 2014 is here, and
we’re excited to offer new schedules and classes! Find
the most up-to-date information on our website, or find
To learn more, or register, contact Rosara Pellicier at
413-739-5626 x139 or rpellicier@studyhome.org today!

CAMP CASA

2014

Calling all Campers! Camp CASA is returning for a second camptabulous year to our Sherman Street Campus! We are
seeking Springfield youth, between the ages of 6-11, who are ready to explore their local surroundings through games,
reading/writing projects, science, sports, music, and other assorted fun activities. Our day camp adventure will run for four
consecutive weeks, Monday through Friday from 9:00am – 2:00pm beginning July 14th and ending on August 8th. Lunch and
snacks will be provided. Interested in Camp CASA? Please be sure to obtain an application at The Children’s Study Home’s
Administration Office at 44 Sherman Street in Springfield. To learn more, please contact Michelle Parent at 413-739-5626, ext.
106, or mparent@studyhome.org with any questions. We look forward to seeing you this summer!!!

Find more opportunities for family fun on our website!

www.studyhome.org

On Planning and Dreams
From Eliza Crescentini, Executive Director
The transition from spring to summer always makes me reflect
on the accomplishments of the past while looking forward to
new beginnings and new opportunities. I am not sure if it is the
“living by the school calendar” or the “fiscal year” mentality but
June has always been my “year end” and July my “new year”. As
the sun stays longer in the sky, I become increasingly distracted
by the glimmer of what is to come and this year, there is so
much to come!

Eliza Crescentini pictured with other Peace Jam attendees,
including Christine Alger and the Holyoke Youth Task Force

I am energized by the opportunities for youth that begin anew
in late spring. From planning for summer activities, to thinking
about summer jobs or vacations, the hallways of our campuses
are full of planning and dreams.

Using art, PSA’s and increased awareness, they envisioned to
improve access to opportunities, provide better health, and
increase tolerance and inclusion. They envisioned a Pioneer
Valley where a core set of values ensured a place at the table for
all voices and where we worked hard to overcome disparity and
isolation. I look forward, differently, after days like yesterday. I
see a future that aspires to great things and young people who
believe they can, in fact, be the change they want to see in the
world.

Yesterday, I had the pleasure of joining Peace Jam New England
and the Pioneer Valley Leadership’s Purple Team in a Leadership
Conference for young people from all across the Valley. Leaders
Rising brought 40 teens together to explore the opportunities
and dreams youth hold for the communities where they live.
Young people engaged in discussions about changing the world.
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MILL POND SCHOOL

2014 Graduation

Thursday, June 19th, 6:30 PM

From House to Home
We’re in need of the following
gently used items. To make a
donation, please contact Ali Appel
at 413-739-5626 x105 or email
aappel@studyhome.org!

Mill Pond School
91 Old Acre Road
Springfield, MA

Plastic Storage Bins

Couches

Dresser

Computer Desks

Booster Seats/Car Seats

Childcare Supplies

Lawn Mower

Children’s Books

Weed Whacker

Area Rugs

Find us on facebook for more volunteer and donor opportunities!

www.Facebook.com/TheChildrensStudyHome

Cultivating Respect
How our fathers in trust program is
changing the way men look at fatherhood
The Fathers in Trust (FIT) program led by certified
Master Trainer, Michael Kyles, is a parent education
initiative for men of all ages. Developing skills central
to positive parenting and healthy outcomes for children
and families, FIT is changing lives, one father at a
time. With programs for the community, businesses
and groups of friends, Michael has been leading
classes for men interested in parenting. The flagship
program began with the Hampden County Sheriff ’s
Department’s After Incarceration Support System
(AISS) program in fall of 2012, and as we continue to
build relationships and expand our horizons, we have
begun initiating new collaborations that will continue
to broaden the reach of this great program.

Michael Kyles, Program Manager & Group Facillitator

the benefits of values and how they affect our
relationships with our families. Another area of focus
was on manhood: defining what manhood is, different
views of it, the group’s perspective on it and the effects
it can have on relationships.

“This is a great feeling, sharing things
I never thought I would share...”
We are happy to announce another group beginning
May 12th, 2014, at Ludlow Correctional Facility. This
is a closed group allowing the participants to receive
Certificates of Completion. Through networking in
the community, collaboration with various agencies
and word of mouth we envision great new things for
our fathers and families!

“We are learning a lot of things
that we can apply to our own lives”
The average attendance is between 20 to 23 individuals
weekly. Topics of discussion vary with the needs of
each group, each session. One recent class focused on
values: how you define them, how they are developed,

Learn more about fathers in Trust at www.studyhome.org/fit Today!
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26th Annual Tournament Rescheduled!

Keeping Springfield Beautiful

We were singing in the rain on May 1st, when we found
out we could wait for the sun to play for children and
families! The rescheduled tournament date is Monday,
August 25th. Golfers and volunteers already signed
up, we look forward to seeing you this summer. To
those interested in golfing, sponsorship, or volunteer
opportunities who may have missed the deadline, we
encourage all to sign up for our new tournament date!

Saturday May 3rd was the annual volunteer cleanup event, Keep Springfield Beautiful. To help out with
the cause, we joined in the cleanup of the McKnight
Neighborhood near our Sherman Street Campus. Eddie
Rodriguez, CSH Director of Building & Grounds,
is seen above working with volunteers to clean up
Sherman Street and contribute to the beautification of
Springfield!

The Changing Seasons

From Board President Seth Crocker

After a long, cold winter spring is finally here and there
are buds on the trees. A new season is beginning at the
Childrens Study Home as well. We are reinvesting in
the agency in several areas. We have several facilities
projects under way including adding air conditioning at
the Cottage, a new roof on our administrative building
(L to R) Board President Seth Crocker, Executive Director
and acoustical panels in the gym at Mill Pond, which
Eliza Crescentini, and Vice President Mark Germain
will enable this space to be used for events like this year’s
graduation. We are also making substantial investments to Mark Germain in mid June. Mark is intelligent, he is
in new staff and in new technology.
clear thinking and he is an excellent communicator. In
summary, he is a good leader. The board and agency will
As the spring rolls towards summer, there will be another be in good hands.
change at the Study Home, my term as President of the
board will come to an end. It is hard to believe two years To all of the staff, stakeholders and supporters, it has
has already passed. The experience has been exciting been a pleasure to serve this agency as President. I look
(and sometimes challenging) but above all, it has been forward to supporting Mark, Eliza and the rest of the
rewarding. I look forward to stepping down, knowing the board in more of an advisory role.
agency is strong and growing. The torch will be passed

4

Togetherness in Bloom
On Saturday, April 26th, volunteers from Western New England
University and The Children’s Study Home came together to
provide a fun filled day for the boys in our Cottage residential
program and their families. Time with their families is always
special for the boys at the Cottage, and it’s even more rewarding
when we have such a great turnout. From flower pot-painting and
a delicious brunch, to face painting and an Easter egg hunt, all who
came out had a great time! Thank you to the volunteers, families
and CSH staff for coming together and making it such a special
experience for these children!

A Community Ally
Recognizing 2014 Rachel Capen Merriam
Award Recipient, Mark O’Connell

“Mark has put his heart and soul into The Children’s Study Home. He
has used his time, talent, and treasure in many ways to ensure that
the children and families we serve get only the best... I am a better
person because of Mark, and through him I have learned what it
means to serve on a community board and do it with grace.”
-Meg Beturne, Board Member & Incoming Vice President
When asked about what he felt was his most powerful contribution to The Children’s Study Home, Mark spoke of a difficult financial time in the 90’s and how proud he was of his work , along
with the work of his peers on the Board, in helping us weather and rebound from those uncertain times. His volunteerism
not only changed his life, but it also provided a place to instill a
sense of voluntarism and the importance of helping others, in his
children. The Children’s Study Home became an organization he
encouraged others to get involved with, at first KPMG and later
Wolf. Events like our golf tournament and the secret Santa program have been defined, in part, by the generous and unwavering
support of Mark and his “recruits”. Believing in the importance of
service as central to defining who we can be, Mark has mentored
and recruited Board members over the past 27 years, so that his
contributions are leveraged and multiplied by people who share
his commitment to community and common purpose.

Every year, The Children’s
Study Home chooses one individual or business to receive
the Rachel Capen Merriam
Award in honor of their outstanding service to children
and families. Rachel Capen
Merriam, founder of The Children’s Study Home, embodied
devotion and a steadfast commitment to children and families. Board member Mark O’Connell has been selected to receive the 2014 Rachel Capen Merriam Award. Mark has served
on the Board of CSH for 27 years and in that time, has left an indelible mark on the organization and the communities we serve.
In 1987, Guy Ormsby took note of Mark’s interest in finding
ways to become involved in nonprofit service by introducing
him to then Executive Director, Denis Richardson. This began
what was to become almost three decades of service. Mark grew
up in Springfield, aware of the challenges that face our community. He speaks of being fortunate that his parents instilled in
him a sense of worth and drive:

“Whether it’s families learning to work together or children
who are succeeding against the adversity they faced, people
come back years later because the Study Home gave them the
chance they needed to be successful. These stories invigorated
the board and me to take action.”
-Mark O’Connell

“My parents never went to college, in fact my Dad did not
finish high school, but they worked hard and encouraged
me to further my education. Most of all, my Mother always
encouraged and led by example to help others. We have a
collective responsibility to help others to achieve their full
potential not to give them the fish but to teach them to fish.”

Mark has built strong relationships with several of the past presidents all of whom still support the Study Home in some fashion.
They have all identified closely with the mission of CSH and Mark
describes that shared purpose as a bond. The families we serve,
the challenges we face and the relationships that bind them, have
all motivated, and continue to motivate Mark to give tirelessly to
our mission.

-Mark O’Connell
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Board of Directors
Officers

Seth Crocker, President
Mark Germain, MBA, CPA, CITP Vice President
Mark O’Connell, CPA, Treasurer
Jane Hetzel, Clerk

Directors
Meg Beturne
Aaron Bonner
Juan Campbell
Brian Canina
Kamari Collins
Pam Fernandes
Bill Gagnon
Denis Gagnon
Ed Garibian
Susan Lynn

Gary Martinelli, Esq.
Gordon Quinn
Jason Randall
Cathy Rossi, Esq.
Jennifer Rymarski
Steven Schwartz
Amy Selvia-Smith
Mike Talbot
Kandra Tranghese, CPA
Kimberly Williams

Save

the

Date

M o n d ay, J u n e 1 6 t h 2 0 1 4 , 5 : 3 0 pm

2013 Annual Meeting
Springfield Technical Community College
Building 2, 7th Floor
1 Armory Street, Springfield, MA

Event Highlights Include:
Light Dinner & Refreshments
News & Updates from our Board
Honoring Rachel Capen Merriam
Award Recipient,
Mark O’Connell, Wolf & Company

Admission is free but seats will fill up fast!
Please RSVP your attendance to:
Ali Appel at
413.739.5626 ext. 105
or aappel@studyhome.org
by Friday, June 7th

www.Studyhome.org

