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2014 Annual Meeting

Monday, June 16th marked our 149th Annual Meeting! So many amazing stories,
connections and people came together, truly celebrating and embodying what
The Children's Study Home stands for. The event was one of our best yet, and seeing
everyone come together in these amazing ways moves to further illustrate the
close-knit and dedicated community we’ve built together.

Jamara Slocum-Stradford and Byron Stradford, a family
recently reunified with their two children, gave an inspiring
and touching speech on their experiences with The Children’s
Study Home, and offered a personal look into their own
story and accomplishments. As a special feature of this year’s
meeting, we held a special celebration acknowledging the
successful reunification of many families!

The Rachel Capen Merriam Award, our organization’s highest
honor, was presented to Mark O’Connell, a former board
president and one of our most active board members for 25
years. Mark has been one of our most dedicated supporters,
and The Children’s Study Home would be very different today
if not for the tremendous impact he has had on our past and
future.

Eliza Crescentini, Executive Director spoke of the many
accomplishments of the last year, reminding those in
attendance what great things are taking place in our
community each and every day, and acknowledging the
impact that those present have had on these many successes.

Teresa Harris, a social worker for The Children’s Study Home
for 31 years, returned as our special guest speaker, offering
heartwarming and powerful words on the longstanding impact
of this organization.

2014 Annual Meeting (continued)

Former Vice President Mark Germain was sworn in as our new Board
President, and Meg Beturne, a board member for more than 20 years, was
sworn in as our new Vice President. We eagerly look forward to the great
things they will accomplish as leaders, and thank former Board President,
Seth Crocker for his service and all of the great things that he brought
during his term.

To celebrate some of our most dedicated and hard-working staff,
recognition awards were given to a number of individuals based on the
recommendations of their peers. In addition, years of service awards
were presented to several staff and board members, acknowledging their
commitment and dedication, for as much as 25 years.

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who attended our 2014
Annual Meeting! We are so thankful to have you all as a part of
our family, and can't wait to see you next year!

Summer fun in the Community
McKnight Neighborhood Block Party
On Saturday, June 21st, The Children’s Study Home celebrated
the first day of summer with our neighbors in the McKnight
district! Each year the McKnight Neighborhood Council
throws a summer block party for its residents, featuring
games, food and activities for the whole family!
Michelle Parent, Associate Director of Community Programs
with Betty Perez, Camp CASA Director at the Annual McKnight
Neighborhood Block Party

Present at the gathering were CSH staff members Michelle
Parent, Associate Director of Community Programs and
Betty Perez, Director of our Camp CASA Summer Camp.
Together they spent the afternoon with the McKnight
residents, offering information on community-based program
opportunties for the children and families in our own
neighborhood!

Other community programs represented include our Red
Cross Babysitting program, a free class teaching adolescents
safe, responsible childcare, our Fathers in Trust fatherhood
education program, and our SPARK community wellness
program!

Some of the programs presented to residents included Camp
CASA, an affordable, educational and fun opportunity for
summer fun for children ages 6-12. Betty has joined as our
new camp director and we’re excited for all of the new ideas
she’s bringing! Camp starts up in July, and following the block
party, we found ourselves booked to capacity!

The block party was a huge success, and other community
parters were present for the fun, including Gardening the
Community, local churches, local business and restaurants.
We’re thankful and proud to be a part of the McKnight family,
and can’t wait to see everyone again at the next neighborhood
event!
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Reasons To Celebrate

From Eliza Crescentini, Executive Director
You would think that an organization that celebrates friendship, good grades, trying
your hardest, doing your best, and persevering would take celebrating for granted.
The Children’s Study Home celebrates every day. We celebrate the hard work and
resiliency, the dedication and commitment it takes to live the lives that we want for
ourselves and others. We celebrate big things, little things, your things, our things,
we celebrate everything. Every celebration is like the first, while also being like no
other. Every celebration defines who we are, and makes what we do better.
One celebration in particular I would like to acknowledge, is the extraordinary leadership we have received from our past
president Seth Crocker. Seth stewarded The Children’s Study Home through a change in leadership, a strategic plan and through
the long awaited Caring Together process. His clear and steady guidance provided us with the foundation off of which we were
able to achieve incredible growth, reflection and community building. I celebrate how Seth’s leadership guided me and our
Board with strong leadership and unwavering commitment over the past two years. On behalf of all of us, I extend my greatest
gratitude for his achievements.
Thank you for joining us as we celebrate milestones for the children and families. Thank you to the community, who shared our
belief that when we improve the quality of life for children and families, we improve our own lives. Nothing is more meaningful
and rewarding than celebrating dreams, and in this newsletter, you will read about graduates, families, and an organization
whose dreams come true.

The Children’s Study Home

26th Annual

Our rescheduled tournament date is Monday, August 25th!
Golfing, sponsorship, and volunteer opportunities are still available!
Don’t miss your chance to be a part of our biggest annual fundraising event!

Rescheduled

To learn more or sign up as a golfer, sponsor or volunteer,
contact Ali Appel at 413-739-5626 x105 or aappel@studyhome.org!

Golf Tournament

find your
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Rosara Pellicier, SPARK Program Leader
teaches a Zumba class to our neighbors at the
McKnight Block Party

Energize Your Summer

News from the SPARK wellness program

The 2014 summer season has been an
energizing one for the SPARK program.
We took the party to the streets of
Springfield as Rosara Pellicier and Jade
Rivera-McFarlin presented a Zumba/
Hips Don’t Lie Class at the McKnight
Annual Block Party via a Peter Pan Bus!
Big thanks to the participants, and local
fitness instructors who came out and
supported this fun event!
SPARK’s Spring Into Summer Challenge,
a 6 week challenge with a focus on

participants committing to themselves,
trying other fitness formats, and
eating clean, has finished. One of our
participants lost over 12lbs during the 6
weeks. She said that “the challenge gave
her sense of accountability”. During the
challenge, we had a visit from Maurice
Clark, creator of The Workshop-Dance
Fitness and Team Insubordination
(official dance team of Six Flags New
England) and provided a fresh new
outlook on physical health! He has
agreed to visit again soon!

Learn more about our community programs, Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/TheChildrensStudyHome
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Building for the Future
From Mark Germain, Board President
I am honored to serve as the incoming president and to assist
in leading the organization through the next two years. I am a
Certified Public Accountant by trade but have volunteered at
various community based and human service agencies for the
past ten years. My business background allows me to offer my
knowledge and experience from a financial viewpoint and my
upbringing and years of community service help me to better
execute the Study Home’s mission.

During Seth’s term, the organization had finalized the strategic
plan that is moving into the implementation phase as I begin
to settle into my new role. It is an exciting process to challenge
ourselves to become a better organization. Be sure to keep an
eye on the newsletter as we share milestones as they are met.

I have served on the board for the past eight years. During
this time I have sat on various committees and learned about
the programs, staff and people we serve. I look forward to
working with the staff and building on the foundation that was
set for me by the outgoing board president, Seth Crocker.

While the organization continues forging its path, we will be
celebrating our 150 year anniversary. There are going to be
many chances to participate in the celebration and I hope that
you all will be there to support the organization.

Holyoke Youth In Action

News from the Holyoke Youth Commission
The recent months have seen a lot of activity among the adolescents of Holyoke!
The Holyoke Youth Commission, of the Holyoke Youth Task Force, is a group of
teens who work to provide a positive influence on the young people of Holyoke,
meeting the needs of youth and the community as a whole, across all backgrounds.

Recent events include the 2014 Holyoke Youth Commission
Inauguration Ceremony on May 14th, featuring Holyoke
Mayor and former Youth Commissioner, Alex Morse.
Families of the commissioners were in attendance as well as
Holyoke City Councillor, Jossie Valentin and Juan Gonzales,
sent on behalf of State Representative Aaron Vega. We
wish congratulations to the Youth Commissioners on their
achievement; we all look forward to seeing what amazing
social initiatives they take in the coming year!

On Wednesday, June 11th, the Holyoke Youth Commission
held’s its annual Community Recognition Awards, and this
year’s theme took us back to the 60’s as Holyoke’s grooviest
were honored! Some of the winners included Holyoke Mayor,
Alex Morse, Representative Aaron Vega, and our own Dr.
Richard Romboletti! Congratulations to all the winners and
great job Holyoke Youth Commission on putting together
such a far out event!
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The

Mill Pond School
Graduating Class of

2014

Thursday, June 19th marked the graduation ceremony for the Mill Pond School Class of 2014.
In recognition of the achievements of our students, we interviewed the graduates and asked
them to reflect on their experiences, their achievements, and their plans for the future.

Brandon
Brandon started at the Mill Pond School in the 10th grade, and quickly established himself as a leadership figure both
in the classroom and on the basketball court. Brandon has always been a charismatic and involved member of our
community, and has always been involved in any extra-curricular activities that are available. His favorite experience
at Mill Pond was a field trip to the Boston Aquarium in the summer of 2013. Brandon’s favorite class at Mill Pond was
psychology with Mrs. Drake, and his plans for graduation include a career in the military or pursuing a degree in criminal
justice. Brandon eventually wants to work in law enforcement with youth.

Ryan
Ryan is one of the more recent additions to the Mill Pond community, joining us in December of 2013. Soon after
starting, he joined our basketball team, and had natural inclinations towards leadership and teamwork. One of his favorite
experiences at Mill Pond was the last basketball game of this year’s season, a come-back win against Springfield Academy.
When asked about this win, Ryan says: “We were really able to come together and play really well as a team, and win as
a team”. His plans following graduation include attending Suffield Academy or moving on to his college career at AIC or
STCC. Ryan’s career goal is to become a children’s psychologist, as psychology with Mrs. Drake was his favorite class, and
truly inspired him.

Diego
Diego came to us in 2009 as an 8th grader, and has been a big part of the Mill Pond community from day one. An avid
athlete, Diego has been on our school’s basketball team since he first started, and it is one of his favorite activities. His
favorite class is P.E. with Mr. West, and working with Mr. West has taught him the values of leadership, motivating Diego
to pursue a career in either a military or law enforcement field. Diego can’t wait to graduate and have his diploma, and
feels that will be his favorite experience at the Mill Pond School. When asked about his plans following graduation, Diego
says: “When I get my diploma, and I’m in the Army, I’ll come back to talk to the students here about my experience …
Mill Pond made me who I am; it made me believe in myself ”.

Congratulations to the graduating seniors, and best of luck in the future!
We can’t wait to see what amazing things you accomplish out in the world!
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Become a Part of Our History...
The Children’s Study Home

MEMORIAL BRICK PROGRAM
THE CHILDREN’S STUDY HOME

YEARS

C SH
1 5 0

1865 - 2015

The Children’s Study Home is turning 150 years old in 2015, and in
celebration of this milestone, we’re proud to announce the launch of our
Memorial Brick Fundraising Program! Choose a size and message, and
your custom memorial brick will find a permanent place in our Sherman
Street Campus Playground.

With generous contributions like yours, we will be able to
continue our work with the community for another 150 years,
and with your help will create a lasting difference, as timeless as
the bricks themselves!

To learn more about this program, or to purchase a brick,
please contact Ali Appel at 413-739-5626 x105
or at aappel@studyhome.org

