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Anniversary Celebration!

On July 1st, 1993, the Cape START
Residential Program first opened its
doors, marking The Children's Study
Home's first expansion into Cape
Cod. Located in Falmouth, Cape
START has proudly served co-ed
adolescents for 20 years.
In recognition of this milestone, we held a celebration for the program
on June 28th, 2013. Congratulations and Happy Birthday Cape START!

Back to START
The Cape START Residential Program
proudly had its 20 year anniversary in July of
2013. Nearly a decade after graduating, one
of our former residents, Brandon Nygard,
addressed the current Cape START youth in
the following speech, was given for the 20
year celebration on June 28th, 2013.
I love coming back to Cape START. There’s a lot to learn
about this place and more importantly, there’s a lot to learn
about people, and understanding people is really essential to
what I got out of being here.
Growing up in foster care is a bit of a game of improvisation.
Whether you are in one home or a few homes, have one foster sibling or many, your experiences here help you to see
firsthand that people are different. Each person lives life a bit
differently and their approach offers you a glimpse into how
non-linear the rest of life can be.
This means that life here is a conversation between improvisation, something you learn in foster care, and planning,
structure and context.
There are definitely 10 different ways to sweep a floor, 15
different ways to paint a house, and 100 different ways to
understand people. Learning about them, and about how to
navigate conversations and grow in a space where not everything’s really logical but it’s exactly how the world really is.
Cape START is about opportunity. You find yourself in a very
special part of the country and when you leave you will find
that Cape Cod is a very special part of the world. Everybody
comes here, and it’s not just for vacation; they come here because it’s one of the most intelligent, innovative and tightly

Director of Southeast Services Chris Lopez with Brandon Nygard

woven places you will find, and all of those things come from
great families, and people that truly care about children, so
take advantage.
Erin, Jackie, Dave, Gabe, Lopez, along with many other staff
that have invested so many years here, will each offer you a
different perspective, and help you to push hard in different
ways.
I can remember writing a good bye note to every single staff
to remind myself of their character and their commitment
to my success. There’s a deep sense of character there, and
that idea of different personalities is not something that you
get in a traditional home, it is something many people don't
discover until deep in their careers.
It's been a long time, but these people still represent a profound relationship in my life, a contact to my past.

So improvise.
Take advantage.
And come back to see who’s up next.

Congratulations on 20 years!

From House to Home
Our programs are currently in need of the following gently used or new items...
GENTLY USED SOFAS

PLASTIC STORAGE BINS

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

WEED WHACKER

LARGE COOLERS

LAWN MOWER

BICYCLE RACK

WALKIE-TALKIES

BABY BOUNCERS AND ACTIVITY CENTERS

...to donate, please call 413.739.5626 or email at tspaziani@studyhome.org!

News from Camp CASA
Camp CASA just wrapped up its second week running on
Thursday, July 18th! An entirely new program to The Children's
Study Home, Camp CASA offers families in Springfield a fun place
for children ages 6-11 to play, learn and grow together.

Laughing
Yoga with
Robert Rivest!

Song & Dance with the
Pioneer Valley Performing Arts
Dance Company!

Special Thanks to

for their ongoing commitment and support in Camp CASA's success!

Thoughts of Home
A resident at The Children's Study Home in the 1960s, Rick Paiva is today an active member
of the Springfield Community. We invited Rick to share his thoughts about The Children's
Study Home and his experiences in Springfield.

A Springfield native, Rick was a resident of The Children’s Study Home in the 1960s
at our Cottage Residential Program. Having been in multiple homes throughout his
childhood, The Children’s Study Home always stood out as markedly different to Rick.
He always felt welcome and at home at the Cottage, and remembers always feeling
comfortable being himself, with the support of those around him. He even recalled two
staff members, Millie Dobson and Theresa Harris, as being his mentors in his time at
Sherman Street.
Having spent some time away from the area following his departure from the Cottage, Rick returned to Springfield in the late
1980s. Today, he works as an advocate for individuals who are homeless in the City, helping them to overcome obstacles and
showing them how to utilize the resources that are available.
Looking at The Study Home today, Rick is excited by the new directions the organization has taken, and is happy to hear of our
growing community involvement. He feels there is a bright future ahead for Springfield and The Children’s Study Home, and
believes that we all have the opportunity to truly make a difference in this community.

148th

Annual Meeting
& 2013 Mill Pond School Graduation

Thursday, June 20th

Former Board President Dana Barrows (left)
presents the Rachel Capen Merriam Award to
Past Board President Denis Gagnon (right)
and his company, Excel Dryer, Inc.

Executive Director Eliza Crescentini
leading the Event Introduction

SHARP I Assistant Manager Reggie Miller (left)
with program alum Diego (right)

Mill Pond Principal Ed Tharion Presents Graduating
Senior, Shirley Molina, with her Diploma.

Executive Director Eliza Crescentini addresses the crowd at Baystate
Medical's Holyoke Conference Center

Board Vice President Mark Germain
presents meeting business
(with a little help)

New FY 2014 Board Member
Jayme Clem with son Frank

Board President Seth Crocker (right) presented several
Outstanding Service Awards to our staff,
including SHARP I Childcare Worker Jon Gill (left)

Coming this
Winter Season...
Take a break from the summer heat with thoughts
of colder days! Take a look at some of the giving and
volunteer opportunities coming up later this year!
For more information on volunteering
or making a donation, visit:

www.StudyHome.org

VOLUNTEERS
WANTED
Primary responsibilities include
assisting the Community Relations &
Development Associate with mailings
and managing the collection and
distribution of gifts.

We're looking for ORGANIZED individuals
willing to help coordinate our annual

Secret Santa
GIFT DRIVE
between September 2 - December 20
For more information please contact
Teresa Spaziani at 413-739-5626, ext. 287
or tspaziani@studyhome.org
with your weekly availability.

Join our community by purchasing gifts for a
Children's Study Home child or teen
this holiday season! Keep an eye out for sign-ups
coming in September!

Spectacle of Trees 2013
SPONSOR OUR TREE!

We are looking for a business to sponsor our tree!
As a Tree Sponsor, you will receive:

Enter the raffle for a chance to win our tree,
complete with assorted gifts and prizes!

Recognition anywhere the tree is promoted and on the
display located at the JFK Museum in Hyannis, MA
Recognition on The Children’s Study Home’s website and the
Cape Cod Charitable Fundraisers website as well as a link
to your business website

We're also looking for prize
donations to decorate our tree with!

Tickets on sale now
only $10 each!
Contact Teresa Spaziani
at 413-739-5626 ext. 287 or
tspaziani@studyhome.org for more
details on the sponsorship or to
purchase tickets.
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SATURDAY,
AUGUST 17TH

YARD SALE

FUNDRAISER
If you would like to do
nate items
to our fundraising ev
ent, please
contact Eddie Rodrigu
ez
at 413-739-5626 ext.
243

R GENTLY
O
F
G
N
I
K
O
O
L
S!
USED ITEM
Drop off items for us to sell, set up a table to sell your own items, or
come shop with friends!
All proceeds will go to The Children's Study Home, and any unsold
items will be donated to the families of
The Children's Study Home and to Goodwill.
Save the date and get a group of friends together to spend the
afternoon bargain hunting while supporting
The Children’s Study Home!
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